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IN THE CLAIMS 


1. (Cuirently Amended) A crate for holding a beverage container having a lower 
portion and a central label area, the crate comprising: 
a unitary bottom panel having an upper surface; 

a first pair of opposed side walls and a second pair of opposed side walls attached to the 


compartment area therein; and 

a divider assembly having a plurality of divider members attached to the upper surface of 
the bottom panel and extending longitudinally and transversely in the compartment area to define 
at least one container receiving area for receiving the beverage container therein, the divider 
assembly including a plurality of low profile standoff portions having a container contact surface 
spaced from corresponding divider members and generallv transverse to the upper surface of the 
bottom panel, the standoff portions extending inwardly into the at least one container receiving 
area for engaging the lower portion of die container to provide stability thereto and for 
maintaining the corresponding beverage container in a spaced relationship from the divider 
member s, wherein the standoff portions are shorter than the divider members and wherein the 
bottom panel, first and second pairs of opposed side walls and divider assemblv are all integrally 
molded as one piece. 

2. (Original) The crate of claim 1, wherein the standoff portions have a height 
con^sponding to the height of the container lower portion. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The crate of claim 1, wherein the standoff portions have a 
relatively r olativo low profile such that a bottle is contacted below the central label area. 

4. (CuirentJy Amended) The crate of claim 1, further comprising a lid member pivotably 
attached to at least one of the first and second pair of opposed side walls, the Hd member having 
a lid inner surface with a lid capture area formed therein corresponding to the at least one 
container receiving area, the lid capture area sized to receive an upper portion of a respective 
container for providing alignment to the container. 

5. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 1, wherein the bottom panel has a 
bottom surface with a plurality of projection receiving areas formed therein, 

6. (Currently Amended) The crate of claim 5, further comprising at least one lid 
member pivotably attached to at least one of the first and second pair of opposed side walls, the 
at least one lid member orientable between a closed position and an open position, the lid 
member having an outer surface with a plurality of projections extending ihereftom, wherein 
when the lid of the crate is in the closed position and a second crate is stacked thereupoxi, the 
projections of the lid member ^ received vvithin a corresponding projection receiving areas 
of the second crate for providing a more stable stacking configuration, 

7. (Original) The crate of claim 1, wherein the plurality of standoff portions have a 
mating surface for engaging the lower portion of the container. 
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8. (Original) The crate of claim 7, wherein ihe mating surface of the standoff 
portions is contoured for engaging the lower portion of the container. 

9. (Original) The crate of claim 7, wherein the standoff portions have a height 
relatively shorter than the cOTxesponding divider members. 


10. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 1, wha-ein the at least one container 
receiving area has four standoff portions extending therein for engaging the container, 


IL (Original) The crate of claim 1, wherein die standoff portions engage the bottom 


panel. 


1 2, (Currently Amended) A crate adapted to store therein a container having a centra) 
container portion having label disposed thereon and a lower portion disposed below the label, the 
crate comprising: 

i 

a floor member having an upper surface with a plurality of container support portions 
disposed thereon; | 

a jSrst pair of opposed upstanding side walls and a second pair of opposed upstanding 
side walls attached to a periphery of the floor member and definihg a compartmentarea with the 
floor member. 
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a plurality of vertically disposed divider members extending within the compartment area 

defining with the container support portions a plurality of container receiving areas, the divider 

i 

members having a lower portion adjacent the floor member; and \ 

at least one standoff member disposed proximate the fldor member and offset inwardly 


from the lower portion of the divider members for extending into! a respective one of the plurality v ^^^^ 

of container receiving areas, wherein the at least one standoff member protrudes upwardlv from ^ ^''^j 

the upper surface of the floor member and protmdes inwardlv toward the container portion from ^^f" 
the divider members, the at Jeast one standoff member having a height relatively shorter than the 

i 

divider members such that it is adapted to engage the lower portibn of the container and oriented 
such that it does not contact the label of the container. 


13. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 12, wherein the plurahty of divider 
members extend longimdinally and transversely in the compartment area. 

14. (Original) The crate of claim 12, further comprising a lid member pivotably 
attached to at least one of the first and second pair of opposed upstanding side walls, the lid 
member having a lid inner surface with a lid capture area formed therein corresponding to each 
container retention area, the lid capture area sized to receive an upper portion of a respective 
container for providing alignment to the container. 

i 

15. (Original) The crate of claim 12, wherein the floor member has a bottom surface 
with a plurality of projection receiving areas formed therein. 

i 


PAGE 8/17'RCVDATim39:15:33PM [Eastern Standard Timel'SVRiUSPTO^FXIV^^ 



D8C-01-O3 06:14pin Frora-REHRIG PACIFIC CO LA 323 269 8506. T-394 P. 009/017 F-644 

Serial No. 09/710,516 
Docket No. RPC 485 PUS 

16. (Origiral) The crate of claim 15, further comprising at least one hd member 
pivotably attached to at least one of the first and second pair of opposed side walls, the at least 
one lid member orientable between a closed position and an open position, the lid member 
having an outer surface with a plurality of projections extending therefiom, wherein when the lid 
of the crate is in the closed position and a second crate is stacked thereupon, at least some of the 
plurality of projections on the hd member are received within corresponding projection receiving 
areas of the second crate for providing a more stable stacking configuration, 

17. (Previously Presented). The crate of claim 12, wherein said at least one standoff 
member has a mating surface for engaging the container. 

18. (cancelled) 


19. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 12, wherein the divider members have a 
height relatively shorter than the first and second pairs of opposed upstanding side walls, 

20. (Currently Amended) A crate for retaining containers having an upper container 
portion and a lower container portion, the crate comprising: 

a unitary floor having a periphery and an upper surface with a plurality of container 
support areas; 

a first and second pair of opposed sidewalls extending upwardly firom the floor periphery 
forming a unitary construction therewith and defining a compartment area; 
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a lid member having a first hinge ponion pivotably attached to a second hinge portion of 
at least one of the first and second pair of opposed side walls and movable between an open and 
closed position, the lid member having a lid inner surface having a lid capture area formed 
therein corresponding to a respective one of the container support areas , the lid capnorc area 
sized to receive therein the upper container portion of a respective one of the containers for 
providing alignment to the container, 

a plurality of divider members extending within the compartmeDt and projecting 
upwardly fit)m the floor to define container receiving areas , wherein the floor, first and second 
pairs of opposed side walls and divider members arc all integrally molded as one piece : and 

a plurahty of low profile spacer members disposed proximate the floor and spaced 
inwardly from the divider members into corresponding container receiving areas such that the 
container support areas and spacer members define pockets for receiving the lower container 
portion, the spacer members contacting the containers and spacing the containers fi?om the 
divider members and the sidewalls. 

2L (Currently Amended) The crate of claim 20, wherein at least one of the sidewalls 
has a lock receiver formed therein, and the lid member has at least one locking member attached 
thereto, such that when the lid member is in the closed position, the locking member is received 
within the lock receiver for securing the lid member thereto. 

22. (cancelled) 
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23. (Original) The crate of claim 20, wherein the floor has a bottom surface with a 


24. (Original) The crate of claim 20, wherein the lid member has an outer surface 
with a projection member extending therefix)m corresponding to each lid capture area, wherein 
when the lid member is in the clo5ed position and a second crate is stacked thereupon, at least 
some of the projections on the outer surface of the lid member is received within a 


configuration. 

25. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 12, wherein the divider members extend 
above the central container portion of the container. 

26. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 12, further comprising at least one other 
standoff member disposed in ^ecomer^of the containcr^roximate the floor member for spacing 
the container from adjacent sidewalls. 

27. (Cancel) 

28. (Cancel) 

29. (Currently Amended) The crate of claim 3S 1 wherein the divider members are 
generally planar and wherein intersections of the divider members form comers in the container 
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receiving areas, the plurality of standoff portions each extending: from a longitiidinally-exiending 


one of tlie divider members to a transversely-extending one of the divider members in the 


comers. 


30. (Currently Amended) Th e crate? of claim 2Q 

A crate for holding a beverage container having a lower portion and a central label area, 
the crate comprisina: . 
_a_unitarv bottom panel having an upper sin^ace: 

a first pair of onnosed side walls and a second pair of opposed side walls attached to the 
periphery of the bottom panel to form a unitary constraction therewith and defining a 
compartment area therein: and 

a_divider assembly havinis a plurality of generally planar divider members attached to the 
upper surface of the bottom panel and extending longitudinally and transversely in the 
compartment area to define at least one container receiving area for receiving the beverage 
container therein, wherein intersections of the divider members form comers in the container 
receiving areas, the divider assembly including a plurality of low profile standoff portions each 
having a container contact surface spaced from corresponding divider liiembers and generally 
transverse to the upper surface of the bottom panel, the standoff Portions extending inwardly into 
the at least one container receiving area for engaging the lower portion of the container to 
provide stability thereto and for mainta i'ninp; thp corresponding beverage container in a spaced 
r:elationship from the divider members^ the plurality of standoff portions each extending from a 
longitudinally-extending one of ttie divider members to a transversely-extending one of the 
divider m embers in the comers, w herein the plurality of standoff portions are contoured for 
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engaging the lower portion of the container and wherein the standoff portions axe substantially 
shorter than the divider members. 


Pf 

* 31. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 30 further including at least one of the 

plurality of standoff portions in each of four comers of each container area. 

32. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 29 wherein tlie plurality of standoff 
portions protrude upwardly from the upper surface of the bottom panel and protrude inwardly 
toward the container from the divider members. 

33. (Previously Presented) The crate of claim 32 wherein the bonom panel, first and 
second pairs of opposed side walls and divider assembly are all a.single integrally-molded plastic 
piece, 

34. (New) A crate for holding a beverage container having a lower portion and a central 
label area, the crate comprising: 

a bottom panel having an upper surface; 

a first pair of opposed side walls and a second pair of opposed side walls attached to the 
periphery of the bottom panel to form a unitary construction therewith and defining a 
compartment area therein; and 
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a divider assembly having a plurality of divider members: attached to the upper surface of 

! 
I 

the bottom panel and extending longitudinally and transversely in the compartment area to define 
at least one container receiving area for receiving the beveragte container therein, the divider 
assembly including a plurality of standoff portions shorter thaji the divider members, each 
standoff portion having a container contact surface spaced from corresponding divider members 
and generally transverse to the upper surface of the bottom panel, the standoff portions 
protruding inwardly toward the container from the divider members for engaging the lower 
portion of the container to provide stability thereto and for maintaining the corresponding 
beverage container in a spaced relationship from the divider menibers, 

35. (New) The crate of claim 34 wherein the bottom panel, first and second pairs of 
opposed side walls and divider assembly are all a single integrally-molded plastic piece. 


36. (New) The crate of claim 34 wherein the standoff portions are substantially shorter 
than the divider members. 

37. (New) The crate of claim 34 wherein the standoff portions protrude upwardly from 
the upper surface of the bottom panel. 

38. (New) The crate of claim 1 wherein the standoff portions are substantially shorter 
than the divider members. 
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